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CORRIDOR STUDY AREA
Boundaries: 2-mile stretch along Harlem Ave 
from Irving Park Rd (North) to Grand Ave (South) 



Focus Area 
Recommendations01 Implementation 

Framework03
The final report will also include: Demographics and market analysis, history of the corridor, existing zoning and regulations, existing conditions analysis, existing 
building recommendations, public realm recommendations and development scenarios for focus areas, recommended short-term and long-term public realm 
improvements, future traffic considerations, gateway illustrative visions, best practices, corridor branding and a building database. 

Gateway Visioning + 
Corridor Branding02

DELIVERABLES



STUDY GOALS

Create a vision for public 
improvements along Harlem Ave.01

02 Build an identity for the 
commercial with a brand

03
Strengthen the small business 
corridor with an established 
brand

04
Outline a framework for 
implementation (short-term 
and long-term goals

05
Identify opportunities for open 
space, street events, streetscape 
and redevelopment

06 Identify potential partners for 
collaboration 



THE STUDY TEAM



Prep

Working group outreach, relationship building and programming planning
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June CPC

We are here

Intro 

Survey + Refine

03

April CPC

PROJECT SCHEDULE



ENGAGEMENT 
HIGHLIGHTS



SURVEY
RESULTS



ENGAGEMENT PROCESS



PRESS 
RELEASES

Chicago’s Other Little Italy: Northwest Side Italian 
Hub Could Finally Get Official Recognition

https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/05/03/chicagos-other-little-italy-northwest-side-italian-hub-could-finally-get-official-recognition/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/05/03/chicagos-other-little-italy-northwest-side-italian-hub-could-finally-get-official-recognition/


DRAFT REPORT

HARLEM AVENUE 
VISIONING STUDY



GUIDING PRINCIPLES
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PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS
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RIGHT-OF-WAY TYPOLOGIES
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BRANDING



• Speaks to the people and culture which celebrates 
the past, present, and future

• Signals the entry to a special place

• Assists to market the area, supports existing 
businesses and attracts new businesses

• Flexibility of branding for focus areas, two Chicago 
community areas, and the corridor

• Provides short-term and long-term gateway 
identifiers for implementation

CORRIDOR IDENTITY
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1992 Honorary street designations by 
former Ald. William J.P. Banks

530 N Harlem – 4000 N Harlem
as “Chicago’s Little Italy”

2500 N Harlem – 4000 N Harlem
as Harlem Avenue Little Italy Business 
Association

Potential honorary street designation 
boundaries:
• Addison to Roscoe (38)
• Roscoe to Belmont (29)
• Schubert to George (29)

SIGNAGE & WAYFINDING



19

SIGNAGE & WAYFINDING
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HARLEM TODAY



HARLEM TOMORROW
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COMMUNITY HEART
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COMMUNITY HUB 1



24

COMMUNITY HUB 2



Community Gathering
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COMMUNITY HEART & HUBS



THANK YOU
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