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A land use plan for the area around the 
Englewood Nature Trail



Scheduled to be under construction in 2026



Previous Plans

2005 Englewood 

Quality of Life Plan
• Establish an urban 

agriculture district of 
20 acres or more 
near 59th Street at 
Racine

2008 Englewood Open 

Space Plan
• Develop the New ERA 

(Englewood Re-making 
America) Trail on the 
abandoned 59th St. rail 
line

2014 Green Healthy Neighborhoods 

Plan, adopted by Chicago Plan 
Commission 
• Develop clusters of City owned 

vacant land for urban agriculture 
along the Englewood Line trail 

• Create the Englewood Line trail on 
the abandoned 59th Line



Guiding 
Principles

The Englewood Nature 
Trail and Agro-Eco 
District will celebrate the 
culture and history of 
Englewood and Black 
Chicago.

It will be a thriving 
landscape linking and 
lifting the memories, and 
heritage of the 
community’s residents 
through six guiding 
principles.   





Background



Like much of the South and West 
sides, Englewood and West 
Englewood’s current condition are 
the result of social and cultural 
harms that were both deliberate 
and unintentional, often involving 
the leadership, cooperation or 
silences of local, state and federal 
governments.  As detailed in the 
2023 citywide plan, the harms 
included:

• Urban Renewal
• Redlining
• Housing Covenants
• Block Busting
• Contract Sales 
• Great Recession

Real Estate Legacy



Real Estate Legacy

Today, the City owns 2207 vacant 
lots in Englewood and West 
Englewood



1883 - Embankment origins

1919-1926 block on either side of 
the railway fully developed with 
metal fabrication shops, factories, 
material yards, residences, 
institutions and more than half a 
dozen coal yards.

End of the 1960’s, business 
demand for industrial rail service in 
the area concluded and the 
embankment ceased being used 
as a connector between two north-
south railways. 

Real Estate Legacy



1998 City acquires the future 6.7-mile 
Major Taylor Trail which open in 2007

2013 Chicago Park District enters into a 
lease to operate the 2.7-mile  
Bloomingdale/606 Trail which opens in 
2015

2022 City releases vision map identifying 
48 miles of new trail projects which would 
add to the existing 79-mile network

• City allocates $6 million for Phase 
I trail Design

• USDOT awards $20 million

Chicago Rails to Trails



Land Use Vision



Land Use Map



Many of the area’s zoning 
designations are remnants of the 
industrial activity that developed 
along the rail line in the first half of 
the 20th century.

With those uses now gone, new 
zoning amendments can facilitate 
the uses expressed in the land use 
plan while prohibiting conflicting or 
undesired uses.

All proposed zoning amendments 
require City Council approval.

Implementation Guide



Recommendations and Corridor Concepts



59th Street connects two intermodal rail 
yards located on either side of the district 
and as a result there are about 1,200 daily 
truck trips.  

Goal:  Create a 59th Street Corridor Plan

Norfolk & Southern 
Intermodal Yard

CSX intermodal yard

59th Street

59th Street



GOAL 1-Improve accessibility at 
planned trail entrance on 
Ashland, including a pick-
up/drop-off area, seating and 
shelters for CTA bus stop.

GOAL 2-Postion the areas as a 
commercial node.

GOAL 1-Address the environmental 
remediation of the former industrial land 
through a partnership between City agencies 
and the community.

GOAL 2-Reuse the concrete sidings south of 
the embankment for a potential market and 
event space.

GOAL 3-Provide new housing on the former 
Bontemps School site by repurposing 
existing building or new construction.

GOAL 1-Design the Halsted 
access point as the eastern 
gateway to the trail that 
builds upon the Englewood 
Village Plaza.

Major North-South Streets



GOAL-Position 
corridor as an 
entry point to 
the trail.

GOAL 1-Create a peaceful 
public open space at 
eastern trailhead.

GOAL 2- Attract food-
oriented businesses to 
vacant parcels at eastern 
edge of Agro-Eco District.

East and West Trail Heads





The Community Repair Compact' Framework separate 
document that is a result of conversations with 
thousands who expressed what was important for 
residents and stakeholders across the community.   

Top of the list is ensuring that existing residents in the 
Agro-Eco District can continue to afford to live in their 
neighborhood once the trail is built and that income-
driven homeownership, cooperative ownership and 
rental opportunities exist within the area.

Additional issues are:

• Mobility and Infrastructure
• Sustain Green Resilience
• Jobs, Workforce and Education
• Public Safety
• Economic Development-Wealth Building

Community Repair Compact



www.chicago.gov/englewoodtrail

• Community Plans
o Englewood Agro-Eco District 

Community Repair Compact

• Englewood Nature Trail
o Status of $82.8 M local, state, 

federal grants for construction
o Phase II Engineering
o Construction Schedule

• Land Use Plan
o Agro-Eco District Land Use Plan
o Zoning Implementation

• Throop St. Cluster Environmental 
Remediation
o $8,850,000 local funding
o Fencing and informational signs
o Engagement and education 

opportunities

Where to Find Information

http://www.chicago.gov/englewoodtrail
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