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The Biograph Theater, designed in 1914 by architect Samuel N. Crowen, is one of Chicago’s oldest neighborhood 
movie houses.  The theater gained national notoriety as the location of the famous shoot-out in 1934 between the 
FBI and one of the country’s “Most Wanted” Depression-era gangsters, John Dillinger, a notorious bank robber.  The 
building had been altered over the years, with the original storefronts removed, the upper-floor arched windows 
painted over, and the original marquee altered.  Victory Gardens Theater bought the building in the summer of 
2004 and undertook a $11.3 million rehabilitation project of the exterior and interior of the building, with assistance 
from the City of Chicago.  The exterior work included restoring the historic white terra cotta and red brick façade, 
replacing the arched windows, replacing the storefronts, and rehabilitating the signature marquee.  The Biograph 
Theater was designated a Chicago Landmark on March 28, 2001.
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54 East scott street
astor street District
new Construction
Recipient:  Mark and Christiane Ladd

Situated on Chicago’s Near North Side, the Astor Street District reflects the fashionable architectural 
styles built by Chicago’s wealthy families over a period of more than 60 years.  Nineteenth-century 
houses, which are designed in a variety of historical revival styles, are interspersed with apartment 
buildings and townhouses from the twentieth century, forming a unique reminder of the city’s histo-
ry.  This new three-story single-family house demonstrates how new contemporary construction can 
compliment the historic character of a district without literally copying or detracting from historic ar-
chitectural features.  Modern design elements such as smooth limestone cladding installed as a rain 
screen system reinterpret this traditional building material.  Dark bronze anodized aluminum windows 
and spandrel panels incorporate a combination of clear and translucent glazing.  The building also 
includes sustainable design principles such as a vegetative ‘green’ roof and energy efficient stan-
dards to achieve a Gold rating under the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
building certification system.  The Astor Street District was designated as a Chicago Landmark on 
April 18, 1985.


