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Printers Row Park
Printing House Row District
New Infill Park

Reacipienf: Chicago Park Disfrict

The Prinfing House Row districh in the South Locp was developed in the late 19th and eardy 208
canturies as an asa of printing and publishing firms wanting to locate thedr facilifies near the Dear
bom Stree! milroad siaticn,. The area’s unusual stresl patlem, comprised of long narrow Blocks
resulting in buildings that admitted plenty of natural ight, was ideal for the engraving and fypasetting
businessas, Baginning in the 19605, howeaver, the printing companies bagan relocating elsewhearns,
and, in one of the nation’s first efforts of ifts kind, the historic structures wene rehabilifoted for both
comrmerncial and residential usas. In 2008, the City of Chicago combined a small, mid-block pocket
park and a surface parking 1oh and fransferred the land fo the Chicago Park Disinet o creale alarger
public open space. The new infill park is paved with permeable povers and includes new londscop-
ing and sfone banches markad with larga-scala typea face fo denate tha historical devaloprmeant of
fhe area, An exisling Touniain was incorporaled in the new design, and new light likhures wens pro-
vided. The park now provides a public armanity o sendse residences and retdil users of the areda. The
Printing House Raw District was designated as a Chicago Landmark an May 9, 1996,
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