
River Ecology and Governance Task Force 
Development Review Working Group

October 22, 2024 | 6:00 – 7:30PM 



REGTF-DRWG Agenda – QTS Data Center 

I. Context Presentation by DPD (5 minutes)

II. Development Team Presentation (25 minutes)

III. Q&A with Development Team (30 minutes)

IV. Working Group Only Discussion (30 minutes)



I. Transforming Chicago’s unique waterway system into a thriving and 

ecologically integrated natural asset, capable of accommodating the needs of 

people, requires coordinated planning, investment and management

II. Aspire to, and realize no later than 2040, inland waterways in Chicago that are 

inviting, productive and living, that support wildlife in-stream and on their 

banks, and that contribute to our city’s resiliency

REGTF Objectives



Development Review Working Group

Charge of the Group:

• Incorporate principles developed by the System Plans working 

group to align with project reviews;

• Create and follow a process and structure to review projects;

• Provide consensus and standardized input and feedback to the 

City of Chicago and developers on riverfront projects, based on 

the Department of Planning and Development’s (DPD’s) Chicago 

River Design Guidelines or Calumet Design Guidelines.



Planned Development Review Process

REGTF 
Development

 Review 



Site Context



Site Context
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Zoning Context
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site

• Planned Development predated 
Chicago River Design Guidelines

• PD 553 not directly adjacent to 
the waterway

• Riverwalk owned and managed 
by the Chicago Park District



Existing Riverwalk 
Context

Photo: UIC Today

Riverwalk constructed and transferred to Park
District - 2001 



Development Team Presentation



PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

DPD PROCESS

• QTS currently operates data center on the property in the 
building previously used as the Chicago Sun-Times printing 
facility.

• Building was originally constructed pursuant to PD 553 in 
1997, then renovated for adaptive reuse by QTS in 2012.

• QTS is now looking to expand operational capacity on the 
campus by constructing an additional data center, with 
accessory office space and site improvements on the north 
side of the campus.

• New building is designed to reference features, materials, colors, and 
language of existing facility.

• A new landscaped entry plaza will define a safe pedestrian and vehicular 
circulation on site, contribute to local ecology by provide a food source 
and habitat for wildlife, and enhance views from Ashland Avenue.

• The proposed improvements will provide broad economic benefits to the 
community through creation of new local employment opportunities, as 
well as for an estimated 2,600 construction jobs needed through the 
course of development.



SITE LOCATION



ZONING MAP



PROPSED SITE PLAN



LANDSCAPE PLAN – SITE



LANDSCAPE PLAN – WELCOME PLAZA



LANDSCAPE PLANTING



VIEW OF ENTRY PLAZA



VIEW OF ENTRY PLAZA



BUILDING ELEVATIONS

Perforated Screen



BUILDING ELEVATIONS

Perforated Screen



AERIAL VIEW

Perforated Screen



AERIAL VIEW

Improved Pedestrian 
Connection
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VIEW FROM S. ASHLAND AVENUE



DPD REVISIONS
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RIVERWALK PHOTOS
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VIEW FROM RIVERWALK
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PERFORATED SCREEN PATTERN CONCEPTS AND PRECEDENTS



SDP MATRIX

Additional Information:

A.2 Bird Protection (Enhanced)
-Compliance through careful 
specification of exterior lighting and 
films or coatings proven to reduce 
collisions.

C.7 Non-toxic Pavement Sealants
-No exterior pavement sealants will 
be specified



Q & A



Working Group Only Discussion
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