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PRESI DENT COOPER.  (Good eveni ng. Again, ny
name is Kyle Cooper, and | am president of the
Chicago Police Board. |I'mcalling the Board's
February 20th public neeting to order.

We thank CAN-TV for covering this
neeting. It is being live-streaned at CAN-TV. org
and on the CAN-TV app and tel evised on CAN TV 27.

Along wth nyself, we have the
foll ow ng Board nenbers attending in person:
Board Menber C audia Badillo, Board Menber Tyl er
Hal | , Board Menmber Arlette Porter, Board Menber
Andr eas Saf akas, Board Menber Justin Terry, and
Board Menber Cynthia Vel azquez. Board Menbers
Bl ock and Liss are unable to attend this neeting
in person and would like to attend renotely. |Is
there a notion to permt themto do so?

BOARD MEMBER BADI LLO.  So noved.

PRESI DENT COOPER.  All in favor, please raise
your hand and say aye.

( CHORUS OF AYES.)

PRESI DENT COOPER:  Seeing all hands rai sed,
t he notion passes.

In addition to the Police Board

menbers, we have the followwing Cty officials
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here with us this evening. W have the
Superintendent of Police M. Larry Snelling. W
have General Counsel of the Cvilian Ofice of
Police Accountability M. Robin Mirphy, who is
representing Chief Adm nistrator Andrea Kersten.
We have Deputy Inspector General for Public
Safety Ms. Tobara R chardson. W have Deputy
Chi ef of the Chicago Police Departnent's Bureau
of Internal Affairs Deputy Chief Traci Wl ker,
who is here on behal f of Chief Yolanda Tall ey.
We have CGeneral Counsel for Superintendent M.
Scott Spears. As always, we have the Police
Board Executive Director M. Max Caproni.

W will nowturn to the itens on the
neeting agenda. |s there a notion to approve the
drafts of the m nutes of the Board's public and
cl osed neetings held on January 16t h?

BOARD MEMBER BADI LLO  So noved.
PRESI DENT COOPER.  All in favor, raise your
hand and say aye.
(CHORUS OF AYES.)
PRESI DENT COOPER: Hearing all ayes and
seeing all hands raised, the notion passes.

The next regular neeting of the
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Police Board is schedul ed to take place on March
20th at 7:30 p.m, and that neeting is schedul ed
to take place where all the Chicago Police Board
nmeetings do, right here at the Chicago Public
Saf ety Headquarters.

The Police Board neets in executive
session to discuss various matters. Those
di scussions are closed to the public as
aut hori zed by Section 2(c)(1), (4), (11), and
(21) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act.

| nformati on on matters discussed in
t he executive session is included in the m nutes
of the nmeeting posted on the Police Board's
website.

s there a notion to close a series
of future executive sessions authorized by these
sections of the Open Meetings Act?

BOARD MEMBER BADI LLO  So noved.
PRESI DENT COOPER.  All in favor, raise your
happen and say aye.
(CHORUS OF AYES.)
PRESI DENT COOPER: Hearing all ayes, the
noti on passes.

The next item we have on the agenda
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is discussion of police disciplinary cases. The
Pol i ce Board hears cases when the Superintendent
files charges recommendi ng that a sworn officer
be di scharged fromthe Chicago Police Departnent
for violating the Chicago Police Departnent's
rul es of conduct.

The Board, as authorized by the Open
Meetings Act, has discussed in a closed neeting
one police disciplinary case, and we will now
take final action on this case.

Regar di ng case nunber 24 PB 3039,
t he Superintendent filed charges agai nst
Li eutenant WIfredo Roman, Jr., reconmendi ng that
he be di scharged fromthe Chicago Police
Departnent for use of excessive force. The
Superi nt endent subsequently noved to w t hdraw
t hese charges because the parties agreed to
settle the case and have the Superi ntendent
suspend the Lieutenant w thout pay for 180 days.

|s there a notion to approve the
settl ement agreenent and grant the
Superi ntendent's notion?

BOARD MEMBER BADI LLO  So noved.

BOARD MEMBER TERRY: Second.
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PRESI DENT COOPER: | will now call on nenbers
of the Board for their vote. Board Menber
Badi | | 0.

BOARD MEMBER BADI LLO  Aye.

PRESI DENT COOPER: Board Menber Bl ock?

BOARD MEMBER BLOCK: Aye.

PRESI DENT COOPER: Board Menber Hall.

BOARD MEMBER HALL: Aye.

PRESI DENT COOPER: Board Menmber Li ss.

BOARD MEMBER LI SS: Aye.

PRESI DENT COOPER: Board Menber Saf akas.

BOARD MEMBER SAFAKAS: Aye.

PRESI DENT COOPER: Board Menber Terry.

BOARD MEMBER TERRY: Aye.

PRESI DENT COOPER: And Board Menber
Vel azquez.

BOARD MEMBER VELAZQUEZ: Aye.

PRESI DENT COOPER: | al so vote in favor of
the notion, and the notion passes by a vote of 8
to O.

A witten order will be drafted and
entered as of today's date, sent to the parties
and pronptly posted on the Police Board's

websi t e.
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The next item we have on the agenda
IS an update on the arbitration of police
di sci plinary cases, including data on the inpact
of the ongoing litigation.

First, | just want to provi de sone
background i nformation as to how we got here and
where we are to go.

For over 60 years, from 1961 through
2023, the Police Board was the only
deci si on- maker of the nost serious cases of
police discipline - those in which the
recomrendati on was to discharge the officer from
t he Chicago Police Departnent.

In March 2024, a Cook County CGircuit
judge ruled that police officers have the right
to choose to have these cases heard by an
arbitrator rather than before the Police Board.

The police officers' union,
Fraternal Order of Police, has appeal ed the
Circuit Court ruling requiring arbitration
heari ngs be open to the public.

The City is not challenging the
arbitration option in the case currently before

the Illinois Appellate Court.
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Accordingly, there will be no
arbitration hearings until the FOP and the Gty
reach an agreenent on the arbitration process
that is open to the public as required by the
Crcuit Court, and there can be no Police Board
hearings w thout the consent of the accused
officer per the Circuit Court's order.

Just for alittle background to |et
everybody know where cases stand, there are
currently 16 di scharge cases and one 366-day
suspensi on case currently before the Police Board
in which the accused officer has requested
arbitration; thus, as a result of the Crcuit
Court ruling, those cases are currently on hol d.
The cases on hol d al so include four
pol i ce-shooti ng cases and four donestic violence
cases. There are four Police Board cases that
are noving forward because the accused officer
has el ected to have a Police Board hearing, and
all four of these cases involve non-duty related
charges, such as residency requirenents or drug
use outside of the performance of duties.

Because of the | arge nunber of cases

on hold due to the arbitration litigation, as you

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com




N

o o1~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Pol i ce Board Public Meeting
February 20, 2025

can see in this chart, there was a sharp decline
in the cases that were decided by the Board in
2024. The Board ruled on five cases |ast year
conpared to 20 cases in 2022 and 24 in 2023.

In addition, as you can see from
this chart, there was a significant decrease in
cases that were filed with the Police Board after
the litigation on the arbitration option
commenced in early 2024. Seven cases were filed
| ast year conpared to 16 in 2023 -- sorry. 1In
"24. And 23 in 2023. No cases have been filed
thus far in 2025.

The litigation on arbitration of

police disciplinary cases is ongoing, and we are

currently waiting to hear whether the Illinois
Appel l ate Court will hold oral argunents in the
case before it. It appears that it wll be at

| east several nonths before the Illinois

Appel | ate Court decides the case, and after that,
there wll |likely be an appeal to the Illinois
Suprenme Court.

In the neantine, it is inportant to
note, consideration of the nost serious cases of

police disciplinary conduct remain on hold in
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Chi cago.

The next itemon the agenda is
appeal s by applicants who have been disqualified
to becone Chicago police officers. Wen a person
applies to becone a Chicago police officer is
di squalified and renoved fromthe eligibility
list due to the results of a background
application, that person has a right to appeal
t hat decision to the Police Board. The Board, as
aut hori zed by the Open Meetings Act, has
di scussed in a closed neeting several appeals.
W will now take final action on these appeals.

|s there a notion to affirmthe
di squalification decision for the follow ng
appeal s: 24AA59 and 24AA627?

BOARD MEMBER BADI LLO.  So noved.

BOARD MEMBER TERRY: Second.

PRESI DENT COOPER: | will now call on the
Board nenbers for their votes on these appeals.
Board Menber Badill o.

BOARD MEMBER BADI LLO  Aye.

PRESI DENT COOPER: Board Menber Bl ock.

BOARD MEMBER BLOCK: Aye.

PRES|I DENT COOPER: Board Menber Hall.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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BOARD MEMBER HALL: Aye.
PRESI DENT COOPER: Board Menber Li ss.
BOARD MEMBER LI SS: Aye.
PRESI DENT COCPER: Board Menber Porter.
BOARD MEMBER PORTER:  Aye.
PRESI DENT COOPER: Board Menber Saf akas.
BOARD MEMBER SAFAKAS: Aye.
PRESI DENT COOPER:  Board nenber Terry.
BOARD MEMBER TERRY: Aye.
PRESI DENT COOPER: And Board nenber
Vel azquez.
BOARD MEMBER VELAZQUEZ: Aye.
PRESI DENT COOPER: | al so vote in favor of
the notion and the notion passes.

The witten decisions of these
appeals will be entered as of today's date, sent
to the parties, and pronptly posted on the Police
Board's website.

At this time, | would now like to
call on the Superintendent of the Chicago Police
Departnent Larry Snelling to give his report.

SUPERI NTENDENT SNELLI NG  Good eveni ng.
Thank you, President Cooper, and al so the nenbers

of the Board, and also | want to thank nmenbers of

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

11




N

o o1~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Pol i ce Board Public Meeting
February 20, 2025

the public for being here.

We started this nonth by
cel ebrating the graduation of 241 Chicago Police
recruits. These nmen and wonen have graciously
chosen to serve our City in atine that's
particularly difficult.

These graduates are now
probationary police officers working in districts
ci tyw de.

We al so wanted to cel ebrate
officers who are recently pronoted, including our
command staff nenbers, |ieutenants, sergeants,
detectives, and field training officers. These
are new nenbers of our Departnent who have chosen
to take greater responsibilities in strengthening
public safety.

As we work to increase public
safety for all Chicagoans, we're asking residents
and business owners to assist us by registering
their private security caneras with CPD. These
caneras can protect hones and busi nesses by
acting as a deterrent, but they can also help
bring justice to victins of crines that occur in

t he area.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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Anyone with a private security
canmera can visit ChicagoPolice.org canera
regi stration. Again, ChicagoPolice.org canera
registration to learn nore and regi ster the
| ocation of their canera, which will allow
detectives to contact canera owners if a crine
has occurred and those detectives can capture the
video. Let ne be clear. This does not give CPD
di rect access to your canera system \Vhat it
does is it gives us the opportunity to reach out
and call to get perm ssion for you to vol unteer
footage if absolutely necessary.

W all want to nake our comrunity
safe for our famlies and fell ow nei ghbors, and
to the do that, partnership is vital

| want to thank everyone for your

participation. Wth our new prograns with the
detective division and our victimservices, we
have been working with nore cooperation which has
hel ped us get to the bottom of violent crines,
and we want to continue that work. So thank you
for being here

PRESI DENT COOPER:  Thank you, Superi ntendent.

At this time, I'd nowlike to call on Robin

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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Murphy to give the report of the COPA Chief
Adm ni strator.

MR. MJURPHY: (Good evening. Robin Mirphy,
General Counsel of Gvilian Ofice of Police
Accountability, and I would just |ike to announce
our January nunbers for COPA. W received 369
conplaints and notifications. 81 of those were
under COPA jurisdiction, which included 360
al l egations. 35 percent of those allegations
were Fourth Amendnent, i nproper search and
sei zure allegations. W also received two
of fi cer-invol ved shooting notifications, and we
concl uded an investigation of one
of fi cer-invol ved shooting case.

Vi deo rel eases in January under the
City video release policy, we released three. 1In
terns of community engagenent, we had 12
communi ty engagenent events throughout the Cty.
Finally, I would like to just take a
nmonment to acknow edge Chi ef Andrea Kersten who
announced | ast week she will be |eaving her
position as Chief Admnistrator. W are
incredi bly grateful for her |eadershinp,

expertise, and unwavering conmm tnent that has

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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significantly shaped COPA' s success.

COPA has established itself as an
I ndependent, transparent voice in Chicago's
community safety systemw th nany successes,

i ncl uding reaching full conpliance with 90
percent of our Consent Decree requirenents and
reduction of our |egacy case backlog to historic
| ows.

Chi ef Kersten would also like ne to
extend her heartfelt thanks to President Kyle
Cooper and the rest of the Police Board.

On behal f of COPA, we thank Chief
Kersten and wi sh her successes in her next
endeavors.

PRESI DENT COOPER:  Thank you, General Counse
Mur phy. Just as a personal point of privilege,
|'"d also like to extend a warm thank you to Chi ef
Adm ni strator Kersten for her service and her
work in the Cty. She's been an inval uable
resource to ne as | started this position on the
Police Board, and | just want to pass on
heartfelt good w shes and good luck to her in her
next endeavor.

At this point, | would now call on

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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nmenbers of the public who signed up in advance to
speak to conme to the podium

As al ways, to nake sure that
everybody who is signed up to speak has an
opportunity to do so, that you Iimt your
coments to two mnutes. And to sort of keep us
on track, if you hear a tinmer go off, that is to
| et you know that your two m nutes have el apsed.

Wth that being said, the first
person | would like to call is Ms. Sharyon Cosey.

PASTOR COSEY: (Good evening. First, | want

to say |'m Pastor Cosey, by the way. |'m Pastor
Cosey.

Good eveni ng, everybody. |'m
honored to be here. | first wanted to say | am

appreciative of all the people who are on the
police force. | shouldn't say all, nost. Which
brings me here this evening. | think nost police
officers do a fantastic job of keeping the Gty
as safe as possible. [I'mborn and raised in

Chi cago. Lived her all nmy life. Wich brings ne
to that evening, because in 2015, ten years ago,
that's why I'mhere. On February 15th, | was

pul | ed over for a noving violation. [It's cold

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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toni ght, but at that particular tinme, it was the
a polar vortex so-called. The next day, Chicago
Public Schools and a | ot of other area schools
were closed. | was pulled over on ny way hone
about 8;30 p.m by an officer who ended up
arresting me. | told himthat | had to be at
work the next day. | ama staff chaplain. |
work with police officers and | aw enforcenent al
the time. And as a result of that, and | don't
want to get into all that, but 1've had health

I ssues ever since. | was a senior then. And
guess what? |I'mstill a senior today. But |
have arthritis in each one of ny fingers,
arthritis in ny knee, arthritis in ny hip,
because basically | froze that night because |
had to be taken in a police car and back and
forth and so on. Wiich brings ne here tonight,
is that | propose to all those |istening on the
Police Board, after |ooking at sone of the
statistics, | |looked at two, three different
areas -- one was WITWinvestigative reports, and
my nmenory serves correctly -- | don't need ny

gl asses -- that over the past six years, it's

been al nost $500 million in payoffs to settle

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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clainms from abuse and so on, and roughly 116
officers who were responsible. | think that was
also a WITWstatistic. 116 officers roughly cost
the Gty about $93 million the |last three years
in settlenments.

So before | becanme an ordai ned
pastor, in the semnary, | had to undergo a basic
psychol ogic test, and that was a prerequisite in
order to be ordained and to graduate from Chi cago
t heol ogi cal semnary. | propose that noving
forward with the Consent Decree and all that,
that newly -- before they even hire police
of ficers, cadets undergo a basic psychol ogi cal
test. And those with multiple conplaints -- this
particular officer | found out |ater on had over
30 conpl ai nts.

PRESI DENT COOPER:  Thank you, Pastor Cosey.

PASTOR COSEY: That's sonething | hope you
consider to save the city noney. Thank you.

PRESI DENT COOPER: Thank you. The next
speaker who signed up is Zakiya Muhanmmad.

M5. MUHAMVAD: Good eveni ng, Board nenbers.
Good evening to Superintendent Snelling. ['m

back again. | amone of the elder activists in

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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the community, and | have a serious concern about
the incident that happened February 3rd where
sone of our children, young children, had a
run-in with different schools, and one of the
young men got stabbed twice, and | think that the
one that did it was 15 years old, right here at
35th and Rhodes.

Now, this is how innocent people
can get hurt. And there are other el der nothers,
grandnot hers that wanted to be here, and we all
have children that are 60 years old and ol der.

So we are very, very, very concerned about this,
because we wat ched so many of them grow up.

| "' m standi ng at the bus stop right
there at 35th and Cal unet, about eight or ten
young boys run past ne, throw a backpack in the
gar bage can, | ook back and go back and pick it
up. My girlfriend calls me to get in the car. |
go to Lake Meadows Shopping Center. | cone out
Wal greens and nothing but blue lights. So it's
been an incident, and our children were hurt.

So that's how i nnocent peopl e can
get hurt. Not to nmention our young people that

are hurting each other.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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| " m aski ng again, can you put the
cars back out there like y'all had them out there
when Bronzeville MIlitary School opened, and |
had to come down here again and ask for cars,
because Dunbar Vocational, ny alm matter, was
down there making a scene with the young peopl e.
I|"min the bank. Young man cone in the bank and
snatched the fire extinguisher off the wall to go
out there and beat sonebody wth. So serious.
|f we can just have the cars out
there during the tinme that the schools are
closing so the cars can be seen, you know, so the
children -- that should curb -- hopefully, that
shoul d curb sone of their activity. That should
hel p, you know, themtry to do the right thing by
not getting into fights with each other, and then
that will save us innocent bystanders who coul d
possi bly be hurt in the mddle of all this. Can
we tal k?
SUPERI NTENDENT SNELLI NG  Yes, ma'am
PRESI DENT COOPER:  Thank you, M. Mihanmad.
The next i ndividual who signed up
to speak is Ms. Mel ani e Hogan.
M5. HOGAN: Hello. M nane is Ml ani e Hogan,

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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and | am founder of ChiLOVe here in Chicago. And
| et nme piggyback what this young lady said with
the youth, there is an issue. Unfortunately,
they don't respect the police.

Now, | pay attention, and | have
seen the police officers actually abiding by the
new training that they have received. But |I'm
al so noticing sone malicious conpliance. Wat |
mean by that is, they pull up, but they don't do
anything. There's no resolve.

So in the event where we are
addressing youth, we need to, one, give the
parents back their rights to discipline, not
abuse, but to discipline their children and to
back the parents with this, because it is -- it

is truly getting out of hand.

So as the representative -- one of
the representatives for the Gty, |I'ma nother
nysel f, when we -- you all tell us sonething, and

we try to put it out to the nei ghborhood and
sayi ng, Okay, we're having changes here in

Chi cago now, we need y'all support as well when
we're on the front line saying, Wll, these are

t he changes that occurring here in Engl ewood, in
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South Shore, in the areas where they are known to
be Chiraq. And also there are a | ot of people
who do not agree with the Chiraq lifestyle.
They're going to school. They're going to work.

| live in Englewod. | just finished ny master's
degree. Just because you are in that area
doesn't nean that's your mnd-set, but there are
people who are in the area who want to conti nue
with the tradition of what we know Chi cago to be
in certain urban areas.

So | just want to say good job for
what you all are doing correctly, and we all need
to come together and find sone type of solution
to help these babies and the parents. Thank you.

PRESI DENT COOPER:  Thank you, Ms. Hogan.

The next speaker who signed up to
speak is Dr Rita Pritchett.

DR. PRI TCHETT: Well, good eveni ng, everyone.
Isn'"t this a |lovely evening? Everyone |ooks so
well. 1'Il be brief.

Good evening to ny fellow citizens.
| was here a nonth ago, and | was speaki ng about
the first woman killed in the |ine of duty, her

nane is Dorelle C. Brandon. Her husband Matt hew
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Brandon is here. Say hi, Matthew. Don't be shy.
Hurry up.

Dorelle was the first woman kil l ed
in the line of duty. She was ny friend, and she
was ny partner. She was recogni zed and honored
for her heroismby 3rd District Commander Melvin
Branch who renaned the 3rd District comunity
room and in her honor.

A lot of you may have thought Irnma
Ruiz was the first wonen. Many of you renmenber
Sister French. Ella French. And I'm not taking
anything fromany of ny sisters in blue as wonen,
but I want you to know that the first woman
killed in the line of duty was Dorell e Brandon.
| want to let you know at that event and that
cel ebration, brass cane -- nearly all of the
brass cane to honor her. Superintendent Snelling
came and he spoke. Deputy Chief Wl ker, she was
there. Chief Talley was there. Commander Davi na
Ward, she was there, and nmany others, but nost of
all, the community was there, and those of us who
wor ked with Dorelle.

| want you to know the brass stood

for two hours. Two hours, nobody left, so that
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the retirees, like nme, could sit and enjoy in
fellowship. What | want to say before | take ny
seat -- and | heard the bell go off. Many have
attended the police acadeny. That's well and
fine. Many of you may have gone on ride al ongs.
|"msure all of you have a degree or two. But
there is no textbook to teach you what we do and
have to endure as police officers making
| ast-m nute decisions. Law enforcenent for us is
a lifestyle. God bl ess you.

PRESI DENT COOPER:  Thank you, Dr. Pritchett.

The next individual who signed up

to speak is Jasm ne.

M5. SMTH: So I'mgoing to say that it's an
awf ul shane that Kersten and Ephrai m has resigned
and to the comunity that feel |ike maybe we
shoul dn't have a body that's created for
accountability over CPD

| can say it a mllion and one
times, | have friends that | grew up with that
are officers. Al of these officers are not good
officers, and our kids don't respect these
of ficers because there is no accountability when

of ficers harm our community.
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|"man activist. | fight for
wrongfully convicted and torture survivors and
police accountability here in Chicago.

| got inthis field two and a half
years ago because ny two | oved ones, who |'m
still fighting for right now, Lester Ownens and
Rico Cark, 14 and a half years, 17 and a half
years thus far, wongly convicted by one of our
hi ghest - pai d sergeants in Chicago. And because
of the exposure of his pattern and practice,
being married to a State's Attorney, working in
departnents that convict our people and us maki ng
the news is why he was forced to retire a year
ago.

So when we speak about the problem
and the crime in our communities, let's start
wi t hhol di ng everybody account abl e.

These kids -- | have a grandson,
and | have a daughter. M/ daughter is a gun
victimsurvivor. Shot six tinmes on the streets
of the Gty of Chicago and survived it and was
able to produce a child after that.

So when we tal k about people who

grew up in these comunities and these streets, |
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have done it, | felt it, and nmy child is a person
that's a victimof gun viol ence.

So I"mnot up here to always attack
the police, but when there's no accountability
and when it don't seemlike the people that's in
powers are trying to work with the people that's
in a position to help us get accountability,
there's an issue. There's an issue.

There's no way you can fix our
streets when you are not trying to hold your
of ficers accountable, Snelling. There's no way.
So let's correct the problemand hel p our future.

PRESI DENT COOPER: The next individual who
signed up to speak is Pastor Doyl e.

PASTOR DOYLE: For the record, DO Y-L-E
This land is your Land, L-A-N-D-R Y. United
States Marine Corps veteran.

So | listened to everything that
was said, and | literally changed what | was
going to say because nultiple tines everyone said
accountability.

So the current Chicago Fire
Comm ssioner Arnette Holt would | ove

accountability for her 16-year-old naned Bl air.
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Again, Julian class of '08, but he didn't nake
it.

For every bl ack nother who has to
go to the graveyard to visit her child put there
by anot her black trigger puller, they'd like
accountability, too.

So what | see is a solution because
what we gl oss over -- when | say "we," ny shade,
what we gl oss over is for the incident at the
Wal greens -- by the way, it is unfortunate that
Wal greens is closing, commercial. A |lot of
senior citizens need that Walgreens. No, | don't
work for Walgreens. | just need to say that.
35th and King Drive.

Back to those young humans -- can't
call them adults. Young humans. Wose hone do
they cone fron? So we have our churches. W
have our |odges. W have our places right now
February 20th, where the next few nonths, you can
have sone honest conversation. Wen | say honest
conversation, bringing those sane boys and girls
who do not pay rent, who do not pay real bills to
the table and ask them why are you so angry,

because you can't bring back Blair Holt and the
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ot her young people nmurdered in the prine of their
life; however, you can prevent another Dexter
Reed, because at the end of the day, nental
health for black males is real. And as Opera
says, You cannot fix what you will not fix.

By the way, the envel ope, his
bi rt hday, February 28th. God bl ess.

PRESI DENT COOPER:  Thank you, Pastor.
Fi nal speaker who signed up to

speak tonight is Ms. Lena Bivens.

M5. BIVENS: Hello, everyone. |'m Lena
Bivens. |I'mfromthe 20th Ward, 3rd District,
64th and Vernon. |'m happy to be here. It's

been a long tine since |I've been at one of these

neetings. Never in person, but | was on Zoom

So | would Iike to piggyback on what everybody is

saying. | think an issue that we al so have to

i npl ement is using conmunity engagenent. Right?
In Wodlawn, it seens |ike every

two years we have a new person in charge. Right?

But it never trickles down to the conmunity.

Ri ght? W have sone great people who are in

place in the 3rd District, but this goes for al

our district who are having issues.
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Conmmuni ty engagenent, partnering
with the people in the conmunity and maybe
organi zati ons, maybe the businesses. W're going
to step that up and do nore for that.

There are lot of things going on in
the world. There's a |lot of things going on in
the community, and you're going to have to choose
peopl e who want to be in our community.

Just like the young | ady stated, |
am 49 years old. 1've been in ny honme for 20

years, and, woo, the sane things going on. And

in 20 years -- | was only 29, 28 years old, and
20 years later, we are still dealing with the
sanme issue. W're still not getting the people

in office to cone out. They cone out, and
there's sone great sal espeople that work in the
3rd District, we know that. But for the npst
part that is very lackluster. It feels like a

| ot of these police officers don't want to be in
our conmunity for whatever reason. W need to
make a change. | need to ask people figure out
where they want to go. You have to have people
in our community who want to be there. So if

t here's change happening, they will do what they
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need to do with their job and go the extra mle.
You under st and?

Before that buzzer go, | did a
hello walk in ny community. Right? D d the
hell o wal k. They canme out, and the comunity was
happy. They were in shock. The police officers
canme out during the sumertine, and they were
i ke, Thank you for bringing us police officers
because they stopped and knocked on the door and
just said hello. W didn't ask them for nothing.
Just because they engaged, it nade a difference.
W need to get back to that.

PRESI DENT COOPER:  Thank you, Ms. Bivens.

Al'l the nenbers of the public who
signed up to speak have been called. 1Is there a
notion to adjourn this neeting?

BOARD MEMBER BADI LLO.  So noved.
PRESI DENT COOPER.  All in favor, raise your
hands and say aye.
( CHORUS OF AYES.)
PRESI DENT COOPER: | see all hands raised the
noti on passes and the neeting is adjourned.
(WHEREUPQN, the proceedings

were adjourned at 8:05 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

In Re: Chicago Police Board Public Meeting

February 20, 2025

|, MAUREEN A. WOCDVAN, C. S. R, do hereby
certify that the foregoi ng Report of Proceedi ngs
was recorded stenographically by ne and was
reduced to conputerized transcript under ny
direction, and that the said transcript
constitutes a true record.

| further certify that | amnot a
rel ative or enployee or attorney or counsel of
any of the parties, or a relative or enployee of
such attorney or counsel, or financially
interested directly or indirectly in this action.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set
ny hand of office at Chicago, Illinois this 6th

day of March 2025.
o f f

S

UREEN A. WOODMAN, CSR
L'cense No. 084.002740
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