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National Syphilis Data 
2012-2022

McDonald R, O’Callaghan K, Torrone E, et al. Vital Signs: Missed Opportunities for Preventing Congenital Syphilis — 
United States, 2022. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2023;72:1269–1274.
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Illinois Reported Primary and Secondary Syphilis Rates Among Women 
Ages 15-44 Years and Congenital Syphilis (CS) Rates, 1994 - 2022

Women (age 15-44 yrs) Congenital

Source: Illinois Department of Public Health

Illinois Syphilis Data 
1994-2022



Illinois and US Congenital Syphilis Data 
2013 - 2022



Illinois Congenital Syphilis Cases  
2017 - 2023
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Congenital Syphilis State Ranking 2022



MMWR 11/2023





Missed Opportunities 
in Chicago 2015-2022





Missed 
Opportunities 

Statewide
2022



Statewide Congenital Syphilis 
Mitigation Strategies



Need for Syndemic Data Collection

• Inadequate syphilis testing/treatment higher 
among pregnant people who reported 
history of 
– Incarceration 

– Being uninsured or underinsured

– Substance use disorder

– Unstable housing

Tannis, A. , Miele, K. , Carlson, J. et al, E. (2024). Syphilis Treatment Among 
People Who Are Pregnant in Six U.S. States, 2018–2021. Obstetrics & 
Gynecology, 143 (6), 718-729.



Illinois data modernization for 
improved syndemic surveillance

• New statewide IDSS system with 
improved linkage of data to better include 
variables including HIV status and 
substance use disorder  
• Intend to develop a Master Patient Index 
to link patients from different data sets



New provider reporting form for perinatal syphilis 
(OUTSIDE Chicago)

https://redcap.link/syphreport

https://redcap.link/syphreport


Provider resources

Obstet Gyn 2020;135:1121-35



Perinatal Syphilis Warmline 

Launched 11/1/2023

(800) 439-4079





Community Outreach - Chicago



Community Outreach - Statewide



Potential future efforts 
for CS prevention

• Mobile unit in Chicago for Bicillin 
treatment of pregnant people with 
possible partner treatment

• Enhanced case management for syphilis in 
pregnancy

• Expand rapid testing/treatment



Thank you for all you do! 

Maura.Quinlan@Illinois.gov
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