
Chicago Mobility Collaborative
Quarter 2 Session

June 13, 2024

Douglass Park



Agenda

• Welcoming

• Community Voices

• CDOT Updates

• Knowledge-sharing presentation: Ogden Ave. Streetscape, CDOT

• Partner/Project Introduction: Public Engagement Initiative, IDOT

• Community Tables overview

• Community Tables breakout conversations

• Regroup

• Annocements

• Meeting Close 2



Today’s goals
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1. Make new connections and identify opportunities for partnerships.

2. Inform the public on key CDOT projects, traffic safety data, and traffic safety strategies.

3. Advance conversations and efforts identified at past Community Tables.

4. Discuss opportunities for actions and advocacy efforts.
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CMC Goal
The goal of the Chicago Mobility Collaborative is to establish a 

forum for meaningful participation, where collaboration is 

encouraged, learning is facilitated, partnerships are 

fostered, and where Chicagoans have a voice in the decision-

making that impacts them.



Community agreements of engagement
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1. Listen actively to understand others’ views and perspectives.

2. One person speaks at the time.

3. Seek clarity, avoid making assumptions.

4. Be accountable for your words and their impact.

5. Your experience is valuable and unique, and it is worth sharing.

6. Provide constructive criticism of ideas and projects, not of individuals.
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Community Voices Community Voices

Ald. Scott
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Community Voices CDOT Updates

Traffic Safety Data & Project Highlights 
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Independence Boulevard
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Independence Boulevard
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Damen Green Line



13

Chicago Avenue Transit Lanes
• Grand to Western
• Sangamon to Larrabee
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• Raised bike lanes
• Transit lanes
• Shorter Pedestrian Crossings
• Improved Bus Stops
• Traffic Signal Improvements
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Project
• Biking in Chicago has more than  doubled since 2019
• Highest growth of any large-city in U.S.
• Growth in every neighborhood
• Neighborhood trips for shopping/dining represent 

largest growth
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Community Voices Knowledge-sharing presentation

Ogden Ave. Streetscape

Vannesa Irizarry



North Lawndale
Ogden Avenue Corridor Improvements

PULASKI ROAD TO ROOSEVELT ROAD

Chicago Mobility Collaborative Meeting

June 13, 2024



20PROJECT LIMITS + SCOPE
Re-activate neighborhood cores that have historically served as focal 
points for pedestrian activity, shopping, services, transportation, public 
spaces and quality-of life amenities for residents.

Streetscapes consist of infrastructure, pedestrian safety, and placemaking 
improvements with the goal of creating unified, safe, walkable, and 
attractive street. The streetscape projects are comprehensive and include 
public right-of-way improvements from building face to building face.

CDOT
Service Drives

IDOT
Road

This is an opportunity to reimagine Ogden Avenue as a multimodal 
transportation corridor, as a hub for community activity, and catalyst for 

economic development.



21PROJECT SCOPE ELEMENTS

Street Geometry Drainage Improvements Sidewalk Improvements

Light Pole Identifiers

Intersection Improvements

Gateway IdentifiersLandscaping/Sustainability Seating Areas Curb Extensions / ADA Upgrades

Road Resurfacing & 
Pavement Markings

Lighting

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS



22PROJECT OVERVIEW – TIMELINE
Project Timeline

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS



23COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community 
Advisory Group

Stakeholder 
Meetings

Topic – Specific 
Workshops

Public Meetings

Public Surveys
Website and 
Newsletter 

Updates

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS



24COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

Corridor Identity Workshop

August 2023
Placemaking Workshop

October 2023
Street Design Workshop

January 2024

Community Workshops gathered targeted feedback3

• Discuss potential 
corridor identity themes

• Generate ideas for 
corridor identifier 
designs

• Discuss potential 
placemaking opportunities 
and locations

• Discuss locations for 
corridor identifiers

• Discuss potential 
roadway 
configurations

• Discuss tradeoffs 
with placemaking 
opportunities

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS



25INCORPORATING FEEDBACK
“Infrastructure needs to be 
redesigned on the islands to 
ensure people waiting on the 
are safe and feel safe.”

The primary concern is 

safety, and 

intersections are 

generally perceived as 

dangerous for 

pedestrians, bicyclists, 

and drivers.

“…there should be better lane 
signage on the ground. The far 
left lane is a turning lane and 
vehicle goers just sit there. It 
causes accidents.

“I would like to see better 
insections walkway, signal 

lights, pathways, etc….”

“I would like to see better 
crosswalks because it 

needs to be safer.”

About repurposing the 
service drives: 

“convertible spaces for 
markets or cultural 

events”

Ogden Avenue is an 

important asset for the 

community. There is 

interest in creating 

community spaces and 

more opportunities for 

business growth, 

cultural activities, etc.
“Eateries / dining, area 
for concerts, space for 

celebratiosn outdoors, .”

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS



26CORRIDOR IDENTITY FEEDBACK

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS

Focus on the overall history of the community 
and the people, events and places  - including 
Route 66 -  that played a role in the 
development of North Lawndale.

Design elements can include historic 
references along the corridor to Route 66 and 
the overall North Lawndale community. 

North Lawndale and Route 66 History



27

CURB EXTENSIONS
• Shorten crossing distance
• Reduce speed of turning 

vehicles
• Improve pedestrian visibility
• Allow for placemaking 

opportunities

IMPROVEMENTS TOOLBOX

PEDESTRIAN REFUGE ISLANDS
• Reduce crossing distance
• Increase pedestrian visibility
• Draws attention to crosswalk
• Provide a place to wait when 

crossing multiple lanes

RAISED CROSSWALKS
• Increase pedestrian visibility
• Encourage slower vehicle 

speeds at intersections
• Easier street crossing for 

pedestrians and bicycles

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS



28IMPROVEMENTS TOOLBOX

BIKE FACILITIES
• Raised to sidewalk level to 

physically separate from 
motorists

• Provides high comfort level
• Keeps motorist from easily 

entering the facility

BUS BULBS
• More space for waiting for 

the bus
• Increased transit efficiency
• Allows space for shelters, 

benches and ADA 
accommodations

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS

*Image by National Association of City 
Transportation Officials (NACTO)

*
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Complex / three 
signals 
intersections

Up to 4 lanes in each 
direction / 
Unpredictable lane 
drops

EXISTING CONDITIONS

No refuge 
space / 
Extremely 
long Crossing 
Signals 

No 
bicycle 
facilities

Limited space 
for bus stops

Buses must pull into 
service drives and 
then merge back into 
mainline 

Bus stops located on 
narrow medians. Not 
ADA accessible and 
transit users very 
close to traffic. 

Narrow sidewalks with 
few landscaping/trees 
and opportunities for 
placemaking

No plantings in 
medians

Uninviting 
highway 
feel

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS
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Strategy 1

POTENTIAL STREET DESIGN STRATEGIES

• Simplified 
intersections

• Consistent travel 
lanes

• Shortened 
crossings

• Curb extensions
• Raised crosswalks
• Pedestrian lighting• Off-street protected 

bike facility

• Bus bulbs with 
enhanced waiting 
areas

• Placemaking 
features

• Streetscape 
elements

• Street trees and 
plantings

Key Features:

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS
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Strategy 2

POTENTIAL STREET DESIGN STRATEGIES

• Parking located 
adjacent to travel 
lanes

Key Differences:

• Expanded sidewalks 
for additional 
placemaking and 
landscape 
opportunities

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS
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Email comments to the 
Project Team:

THANK YOU!

Fill out the Online Comment 
Form & Subscribe to the Project 
Newsletter on the Project 
Website:

 

info@improveogdenave.org

Keep an eye out for Public Meeting #2 
Invitation and Upcoming Surveys!

ImproveOgdenAve.org 

Spread the word! Please tell your friends and 
neighbors about the project!
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Community Voices Partner/Project Introduction

Public Engagement Initiative

Sarah C. Moore, IDOT
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Community Voices Community Tables

Group Conversations



Community Tables Vision Statement
Community Tables will foster dialog, inclusion, and empowerment; they will 

be a platform to build trust with fellow Chicagoans and an opportunity for 

CDOT to strengthen relationships with communities; the tables will 

be centered on lived experiences and will be intentional in the ways they will 

create space for diverse voices, stories, and bodies.

Community Table participants will seek to become connectors, conveners, 

and collaborators.
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How to submit your ideas
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• Fill out an online form with 10 questions 

including:

• What is the goal of the conversation?

• Three expected outcomes/actions

• Define the issue/opportunity

• Who is most impacted?



March 2024 Community Tables

• Table 1. Better Streets for Transit: Corridor Implementation: building projects and building 

coalitions- Robert Schultz, ATA / Julia Hage, CNT, Jen Henry, CTA 

• Table 2. Beyond the Bike Lane: Divvy & Scooter Updates: how we are building a better 

system together– David Powe, CDOT

• Table 3. (Hybrid) Committee on Pedestrian & Traffic Safety: Speed Limit Changes: Impact 

& Implementation – Committee Staff 

• Table 4. Featured Project: Project Sidewalk– Yochai Eisenberg, UIC 

• Table 5. Walkshop: Street Activations & Placemaking – Jonathan Kelley, Pop-up Spot

37
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Community Voices Regroup
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Community Voices Announcements 



Announcements
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www.envisionunlimited.org/join-fun-summer-cycling-2024



41

Announcements
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Join us next CMC meeting!
Thursday, September 12, 2024

6:00 – 7:30 pm

Far South Side/Location TBD



Thank you!!!
If you have any questions, contact:

Romina Castillo romina.castilloguerrero@cityofchicago.org

For more info visit: bit.ly/chicagomobilitycollaborative 

- Submit your ideas for Community Tables

- Review notes from the meeting

- Watch the meeting’s recording

- Access information from past meetings

43

mailto:Candance.Moore@cityofchicago.org
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