City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 8/12/2024

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: 5244 N Lakewood

MEETING START TIME: 6:05 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Anna Rubin Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Nominator: Darrell Dacres Present: 1 Remote: [ Absent: =i
Community Engagement: Deirdre O'Connor Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Neighbor question - Does comment go to the Commission?
Yes. They also have an email address




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

What to type:

1. Date of meeting minutes: April 8 and July 8, 2024

2. Summary of any corrections to the minutes (if applicable): No corrections needed
3. DC Member that made the motion to approve: Councilor Rubin motions to approve
July 8 and April minutes

4. Summary of any debate (if applicable): no debate

5. Who voted yes, who voted no: Councilor Rubin and Councilor O'Connor approve
minutes for April 8 and July 8.

6. Result of the vote (win/approved or fail/not approved):

District Council Member Updates

CPD Mass Arrest Policy explainer

2020: Reports issued about response to summer protests

2022: CPD revises 1st Amendments Rights policy

Feb 2024 CPD revises Mass Arrest and Crowd Control Policy

March 2024 Claim filed against new Mass Arrest and Crowd Control Policy, prompting
revisions

June 2024

Seek to gain voluntary compliance w/ minimal enforcement action
Seek to separate those engaged in lawful activities from unlawful activities
Seek to foster positive relationship

Request to work w/ nearby districts - 019 and 024 to organize to bring RJCC to 019, 020
and 024.

Named Commissioners Bridget Gainer and Bridget Dengen and Ald. Vasquez as
possible supporters.

Named that there are new commanders in 020 and 024 so good time to talk about this.
Named that recent incidents at Senn, a strong CP4P program, Circles and Ciphers in
024 are all factors that can help bring RJCC.

Developed plans w/ meeting attendees on how to move forward w/ initial conversations
on RJCC. Contituent named she's involved w/ Andersonville Block Clubs and could
begin to broach subject of RICC

Shared updates and resources on:

DNC

mental health resources

upcoming violence prevention outreach events on 8/14 and 8/24




Discussions

Summary of discussions
Margaret Kulujian, Coordinator Restorative Justice Community Court Office of the Chief Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County
First restorative justice court opened in 2017 in Lawndale, then in 2020 in Englewood.

Restorative justice used in faith communities, schools, racial healing.
Chief Judge Timothy Evans modeled restorative justice courts after Brooklyn's Red Hook community's restorative justice courts first started in 2000.

- a set of practices that aim to redirect thee current response to crime
- includes community members in the court process

- allows victims of crime to have a voice

- less about punishment and more about behavioral change

Criteria to be eligible for restorative justice courts

18 - 26 year olds who committed non violent felony or misdemeanor
Live work, or worship in one of the neighborhoods w/ a community court
Non-violent criminal history

Accept responsibility for harm caused

Restorative Justice Community Court process

- agreement to participate in RICC

- peace circle process ran by trained circle keepers who are court employee
- repair of harm agreement

- complete goals

- case dismissed

- record expunged

RJCC Evaluation

218 individuals between 2020 and 2022

After 1 year, 13.1% committed new offense, versus 65.2% of a matched control group
Majority, 84% of the 218 individuals were referred because of gun possession charges

Benefits of RJ Courts
Empowerment and participation
Promotes accountability
Reduces recidivism

Cost effectiveness

Flexible and tailored solutions
Prevents future harm

Questions
Are there any cities that use restorative justice community courts for violent crimes?
No, not that she knows of, not everyone is ready. NY likely would be first if rj courts decide to use rj courts for violent crimes.

If someone smashes a car window, that feels different than using a gun or beating someone up? What is a violent crimes?
That's a violent crime. Most cases seen in RJICC are drug possession, gun possession no use, trespassing, vandalism

How can community be involved?
Peace circles in St Hyacinth and Wolfram, court starts Fridays atl1am and open to the public, Thursdays - Lawndale, Wednesdays - Englewood
90 minute commitment 1x/week 3 - 5 weeks or until repair of harm agreement is completed.

If someone's current offense is non-violent, but it's their second or third offense and previous ones were violent, would they be eligible for RICC?
No, RJCC is not for re-offenders w/ violent offense in the past.

Will there be more expansion of RJCC into the suburbs?
Yes, expecting 2 more RJCC's in 2025. Locations not known yet.

How often are family members included?

It's different for everyone - some participants never even share w/ their family members that they've been arrested. Others do bring their parents
and/or other family members. We encourage participants to bring family members. We also know that sometimes it's easier to share w/ a stranger that
you've done wrong. Siblings and boyfriends and girlfriends often come too.

Tell me about your staff please. How are they hired?
Judge, two circle keepers, several case managers, coordinator. Participants have to report to case managers weekly, the repair of harm agreement
includes community engagement, healthy relationship building, obtaining education etc.

How are the neighborhoods where RICC chosen? How can 019, 020, 024 police district get an RICC?
Organize community, gather resources, talk to Cook County Commissioners and other electeds, also talk to CPD, write a letter Chief Judge Tim Evans




Votes

Summary of votes taken. For each vote, type in the following information:

1. Description of the motion (e.g. “ Motion to decide on positions” )

2. Member making the motion (e.g. © Moved by Member A” )

3. Summary of any debate or discussion

4. How each member voted (e.g. “ Yes votes — Members A, B; No votes — Member
c)

5. Result of the vote (wins or fails)

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE:  9/9/2024

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): ~ Chappell Elementary

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:30 pm
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