City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 11/21/2024

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: 5440 W. Gladys

MEETING START TIME: 6:14 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Carmalita Earls Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Karen Winters- Nominating Committee Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Deondre Rutues- Community Engagement Present: m Remote: L1 Absent: [

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: ® No: O

Public Comment

No Comments.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Motion to accept October 10th minutes by Councilperson Rutues, Second by
Councilperson Winters.

Motion to accept September 19th minutes by Councilperson Rutues, Second by
Councilperson Winters.

District Council Member Updates

Gratitude dinner plans postponed due to personal loss.

Ongoing discussions with city attorneys regarding the Dexter Reed case.
Community commission seat vacancies and recruitment.

Monthly newsletter distribution with QR codes for anonymous feedback.
Upcoming meetings on December 3rd and 17th at Urban Essentials Cafe.
Focus on violence prevention, mental health, and workforce development.
Holiday Events:

December 10th: Community engagement on police reform at Bill's, 5100 West
Harrison.

December 6th: Christmas event in the 600 block of Laurel with Santa, reindeer, and
treats.




Discussions

Aspire Center for Workforce Innovation

Repurposing of Robert Emmett Elementary School into a Workforce Innovation Center.
Location: Central and Madison corridor.
Building Size: 83,000 sq. ft.

Key Features:

Advanced manufacturing training facility.

Auditorium, gym, and performance stage.

Supportive services: Recruitment, financial literacy, small business development.

Anchor Tenants:

Austin Come Together

Westside Health Authority

Jane Addams Resource Corporation
BMO Bank

Project Timeline:

Construction: 7-year journey.

Opening: Spring 2025.

Current Status: Certificate of occupancy obtained, tenants building out spaces.

Funding:

Total Cost: ~$40 million.

Sources: City and state funds ($22M), New Market Tax Credit equity ($10M), private
philanthropy.

Community Impact:

Local hiring initiatives.

Accessible services with no cost to the community.
Emphasis on serving individuals with justice backgrounds.

Future Plans:

Community hard hat tours in 2025.

Recruitment of ambassadors.

Communications plan launching in January.

Hosting hiring fairs and door-knocking for job opportunities.




Votes

No votes.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 12/12/2024

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): ~ 5820 w. Chicago Ave

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:45 pm
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