City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 2/24/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: 744 East 103rd Street Wendell Smith Elemetary

MEETING START TIME: 6:18 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Robert McKay Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nominating Committee: Thomas McMahon Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Community Engagement: Ponchita Moore Present: [ Remote: Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Summary of public comments

Deanna Bolden - Deanna shared a personal experience regarding ShotSpotter

and its impact on her as a parent. She received an alert about 20 shots fired at 110
Western, which was not in the 5th Police District, But she lives in the 005th district.
She attempted to contact her child's school and family members for confirmation but
faced delays. She drove 54 minutes to the incident location only to find no immediate
threat.She emphasized the anxiety and helplessness felt due to the inaccuracy of
Shots location and she advocated for the reinstatement of ShotSpotter for better
accuracy indetecting shots near schools and all arounf the city.

Council Members' Responses

Thomas McMahon:

Provided an update on the effectiveness and cost of ShotSpotter.

Noted ongoing public pressure and potential reevaluation by the mayor.

Robert McKay:

Shared concerns about response times and the overall

effectiveness of ShotSpotter




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Thomas McMahon motioned to approve 1/27/25 meeting minutes and Robert Mckay
seconded. All were in favor of approving minutes.

District Council Member Updates

Summary of the monthly update from each member of the District Council

Chair Robert McKay and Community Engagement Ponchita Moore had no updates at
this time.

Nominating Committee Update-Thomas McMahon

Attended a meeting at Malcolm X College on January 30th.Discussed the resignation
of Andrea Kirsten, head of COPA (Chicago Office of Police Accountability). He
explained that COPA and the Bureau of Internal Affairs are responsible for
investigating police misconduct. An interim chairperson will be appointed by the
mayor, followed by a nationwide search for a permanent chair. He then discussed
Strategic Plan Development for Police Districts. Each police district is required to
develop strategic plans involving community input. Traditional community meetings
were not very effective; proposed involving district counselors more directly.
Highlighted a successful model from another district that engaged high school
students to identify safe and unsafe areas. Plan to present these insights to the 5th
District command staff for better implementation. Thomas then discussed the
Upcoming Quarterly Meeting March 8th at Kenwood High School (All 66 district
counselors will attend). The meeting will last approximately 4-5 hours, and the focus
will be on reviewing and discussing the district strategic plan. He ended with informing
the residents of his upcoming visit to Racine, Wisconsin with the 005th District
Commander to observe and learn from Racine's community policing model and
management team. Aims to implement a similar program. He also spoke briefly on
the "Cop House" expected to be operational around June 1st, With emphasis on
community representation and engagement in policing strategies.




Discussions

Summary of discussions

Robert McKay spoke about wanting to create a newsletter. District Newsletter
Development Discussion Points: Proposal to create a newsletter to inform the
community about crime statistics, marginalized communities, and district council
activities. A resident expressed concern with a newsletter when there were already
concerns of issues with current email communications and the need for effective
dissemination of information. She felt that a Newsletter would be more than the council
could handle with the already present issues with communication concerning
meetings. etc. Robert plans to collaborate with his fellow District Councilors to compile
data and community feedback for inclusion in the newsletter. Community member
again expressed frustration over not receiving emails despite signing up over a year
ago and she emphasized the need for better communication channels before the
proposed newsletter. Discussed potential solutions for the District Councilors including
updated contact lists and more reliable email distribution methods.




Votes

Special Meeting. No date was agreed on as of yet.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 3/24/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Pullman Community Center 10355 S. Woodlawn

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:04 pm
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