City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed

MEETING DATE: 2/22/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: Good Shepherd Tower 55 E Garfield Blvd
MEETING START TIME: [L0:40 AM |

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name
Chair: Eohraim Lee
Community Engagement: Alexander Perez

Attendance
Present: m Remote: 1 Absent: O

Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [J
Nominating Commitee: Marquinn McDonald Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O
Public Comment
No public comments



10:40 AM


Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Meeting minutes from January were approved

District Council Member Updates

Community Engagement:

-Alexander Perex, introduced Marquinn McDonald as the new member of the council representing the second
district. Councilor Perez highlighted Marquinn's background in community safety, executive protection, and his
efforts in building neighborhood watch programs.

-Status: Vacancy in the commission was filled with the appointment of Gina Pimonte as the new commissioner.
Commission Details: The commission consists of seven members working directly with CPD to implement policy
recommendations based on community feedback.

-Activities: Ongoing series of community events aimed at increasing engagement and gathering input on community
needs.

-Future Plans: Enhanced engagement strategies with the full council, leveraging Marquin McDonald's expertise in
community outreach.

Nominating Committee:
-Marquinn McDonald expressed his commitment to fostering better relationships between the community and the
Chicago Police Department (CPD), aiming to bridge gaps and enhance community safety.

Chair:
Councilor Ephraim Lee's Report Initially stated no reports were available but later emphasized the addition of
Marquin McDonald to strengthen the council.

-Resignation of Kirsten from COPA

-Issue: Kirsten, the Chief of the Civilian Office of Police Accountability (COPA), resigned, raising concerns about the
future of police accountability.

-Impact: Kirsten was instrumental in enforcing use of force guidelines and enhancing CPD accountability. Her
absence may affect ongoing reforms.

-Action Items:

-The council will reach out to COPA to inquire about the reasons for her resignation.

-Efforts will be made to appoint a qualified replacement promptly to maintain accountability standards.




Discussions

District Strategic Plan Presentation
Presenter: Jafa Smith, Projects Administrator, Office of Community Policing

Overview:

-Strategic plans are developed based on community input gathered through various meetings and conversations.
-Utilizes the SARA model (Scanning, Analyze, Respond, Assess) for crime reduction.

Components:

-Crime Reduction Priorities: Identifying and addressing trends such as carjackings, burglaries, robberies, and
shootings.

-Community Engagement Priorities: Initiatives based on community suggestions, including sports programs for
youth, cleanup events, and block clubs.

Challenges:

-Low participation in community meetings, especially among younger demographics.
-Difficulty in establishing and maintaining community partnerships.

-Limited promotion of strategic plans on social media platforms.

Action Items:

-Develop a digital resource guide listing all community partners.
Enhance marketing and outreach efforts, potentially through training or workshops.
-Collaborate with council members to improve visibility and engagement of strategic plans.

Follow-Up:

-Office of Community Policing will work with council members to address the challenges and implement proposed
solutions.

-Future collaboration to ensure strategic plans are accessible and effectively communicated to the community.
District Strategic Plan Presentation

Presenter: Jafa Smith, Projects Administrator, Office of Community Policing

Alexander Perez, spoke briefly on the New CPD General Order (G111)

-Purpose: Establishes guidelines on how CPD collaborates with the district health system, enhancing operational
parameters.

-Status: Drafted and currently within a 60-day review period for approval by the mayor.

Significance: Strengthens the collaboration between CPD and District Councils, promoting community
empowerment and professional policing standards.

-Action Items:

-Review and finalize the General Order for mayoral approval.

-Educate council members and community about the implications of the General Order.

-Monitor the implementation of the General Order to ensure effective collaboration.

Additional Concerns and Discussions

-Community Safety Initiatives: Emphasis on returning to community-focused policing, rebuilding trust, and ensuring
officers engage positively with residents.

-Undocumented Residents: Assurance of programs like "Know Your Rights" and support for undocumented
individuals, maintaining Chicago's status as a sanctuary city.

-Maintaining Progress: Highlighted the importance of not losing the gains made in police accountability and
community relations, advocating for vigilance and continuous improvement.

Closing Remarks

-Councilor Perez and Councilor Lee emphasized the growth and effectiveness of the District Councils, highlighting
the importance of mutual respect and collaboration with CPD.

-Encouraged community members to stay engaged, utilize district councils for addressing concerns, and participate
in upcoming meetings and initiatives.




Votes

Votes were taken to approve the minutes.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 3/13/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Timothy Center Corp. 4351 S Drexel Blvd

District Council ended the meeting at: _[L2:00 PM


12:00 PM
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